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NEW TEAR'S DAY.

It it odoo more our privilege and pleasure to

greet the readers of the National Intelligencer on

the advent of a Now Year, and to tender them our

beat wishes for their happiness and prosperity
during all the months that shall mark its course.

The auspices under which the day breaks upon
the land speak, indeed, rather of toil and endur¬
ance than of ease or enjoyment. But if we have
fallen on evil times they none the lehs come to

every citizen with their adjuration to manly effort.
If there ever was a season when the voice of the

syren, Sloth, might surely count on her vo'aries,
that season has certainly pasted away, at an hour

when, alike in the council-chamber of the legisla¬
tor, the bureaux of the Cabinet, and in the " tented

field," so many incentives call the actor3 in this
solemn crisis to high-minded thought and heroic

enterprise.
The year which is just closed has been fertile in

great events, but it is not presumptuous to say
that the year which has now dawned upon us is

pregnant with events that shall be still more mo¬

mentous, because destined in all human probability
to fix for years the fate of the Republic. The
cuitaic which haog3 like the impenetrable veil of
Isis before the future that awaits us no hand may

presume to lift, and the wisest seers confess to

have lost their power to divine. But every
citizen, whether in public or in private life,
whether in exalted or in humble station, can reso¬

lutely address himself each day to the day's ap¬
pointed duties, " as ever in the sight of the Great
Taskmaster's eye;" and, if faithfully performing
those duties, each in his allotted sphere, may safely
leave the issue of the great strife to be guided to

its predestined end by the hand of Him who let!
His ancient people through the wilderness like a

flook, and whose throne in the heavens abideth
forever.

EIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP.

We have received, in pamphlet form, a copy of
the opinion pronounced by Mr. Attorney General
Batks in answer to the question whether " a man

is legally incapacitated to be a citizen of the Uni¬
ted States by the sole f*ct that he is a colored and
not a white man."

This question arose under our navigation law*,
and was propounded to the Attorney General by the

Secretary of the Treasury under the following cir-
cumstanccs: A schooner of New Brunswick (N. J.)
was detained by a revenue cutter of the Govern¬
ment at South Amboy, in that State, because com¬

manded by a "colored man,'' and so by a person
not held and deemed <:a citizen jif the United
States." Mr. Chase, therefore, submitted the in¬

quiry raised by the c^mmandcr of the revenue cut¬

ter, whether ''colored men" may bo citizens of the
United States, and therefore competent to be the
masters of vessels under the navigation laws regu¬
lating our coasting trade.

Pretermitting any response to the question whe¬
ther it is legally possible for a slave to be a citizen
of the United States, as not coming within the

scope of the inquiry raisrd by the case in hand,
the distinguished law officer of the Government
proceeds with great ucumcn aud logical discrimi¬
nation to diecuss the essential nature and intrinsic

quality of citizenship. Drawing n line of de¬
marcation between the political powers and privi¬
leges secured to certnin classes of citizens and the
fundamental quality of citize&ship regarded in its

pure and simple essence, he arrives at the conclu¬
sion that a " free man of color, if born in the Uni¬
ted 8tates, is a citizen cf the United State*, and,
if otherwise qualified, is competent, under the ncls

of Congress, to be the muster of a vessel engaged
in the coasting trade."

Mr. Bates holds that "every person born in this
country is at the moment of birth prima facie a

citizen." To disprove this citizenship " some

great disfranchisement" must he shown to override
the " natural born" claim. Voting and holding
office are not tests of citizenship, nor do they ne¬

cessarily accompany it. Female and juvenile citi¬
zens are not voters, and the spectacle has been pre
seated of, a person holding office while profesairg
fflTCign allegiance. Mr. Bates cites the cafe of

Qtn. Bernard, who for a long time held tho office
it General of Engineers in our military service,
Sod who all the time avowed his Frcnch allegiance.

The Constitution ordaics nothing in regard to

eolor, race, or condition, as the terms of citizen-

ship. It admits of no olass cf people intermediate

J ^tween aliens and citizec*. We have no"deni-
¦ns" in the sense that that term is employed in
the English law. Attorney General Legara did in-
deed apply that tenn (o free colored persons, in an

, opinion in whioh he rcached the conclusion that
".free colored man, a native of this country,"
oould pre-empt land under the aot of September,
1841, which act declares that a prc-emptioncr must

l l be a citizen < f the United State , nr one who has
/ deolared his intention to he such

Mr. Bate* proceeds, in the course of his arpu-
ment, to review other decisions bearing on the sub¬
ject, and gives to tho whole, topio the fullest and

' most critical discussion it has ever rec ived in the
history of our jurisprudence
Ws shall take the earliest available opportunity

, to lay the opinion at length before our readers,
when we nay aooempany it with an analysis of its
.Contents and an appreciation of its conclusions.

FOREIGN MEDIATION.

At the olose of the last month we placcd before
oar readers the official notes that had been recently
exchanged between the French aud English Gov¬
ernments in refereneo to a projeoted mediation on

tho part of the three Couita of France, Great Bri¬
tain, and Russia, with a vic.w of bo oombining
their eounneld in tho interest of the two belligerent
panics to our civil war as " to help tlnm out of a

position which etems to have no insue."
In commenting on those papers at the time we

took occasion to draw attc&tion to the fact that
what the French Kmperor proposed was simply
friendly mediation, aud not at all intervention)
properly so called. It was in this light that both
tho British and tho Russian Government under¬
stood and answered the proposition, and b?th con¬
curred in the opinion that at that time any such
" mediation" would be inopportune and tend only
to defeat the friendly purpose which all the Gov¬
ernments prufessed to have at heart.
As we have previously said, in discussing re¬

ported projects of foreign mediation, it is apparent
that any pacification must, in the end, depend
up >n the temper and condition of the respective
belligerents. Id a word, it must come from with¬
in, and can never be imposed on a reluctant people
from without by any Power or combination of
Fowers. And this is virtually the declared opinion
of the British Government, as announced by Earl
Russel!, when, iu reply to M. Drouyn dc L'huys,
he writes as follows :
" ller Majesty's Government think that it would be bet¬

ter tn watch eurefully the progress of opinion in America,
and if. a« there appears reason to hop-, it may be found
to have undergone, or may under#*, hereafter, any change,
the three Court* might then avail themselves of auch
change to offer their triendly counsel with a greater pros¬
pect than now exists of ita being aceep'e.t by the two con¬
tending parties.'
On the first of the present month we took occa¬

sion to say that if " the war which now desolates
' so Urge a portion of our land is ever to come to
' an end, as in the nature of things it must do at
' some future day, it is easy to foresee that it* close
1 will be either preceded or marked by some bind
1 of 'negotiations' between the National Govern-
1 ment and the insurgent populations of the Seceded
' States."

Nothing short of the extermination of the latter,
which nobody contemplates, can remove the occa¬

sion for some definitive ascertainment of their
political status after the military power shall have
becu wholly or partially withdrawn from their ter¬

ritory. This is equally true whatever is destined
to be the event of the war. And it was iu fore¬
sight of this inevitable ftage appointed, to be
reached at the conclusion of the strife that President
Lincoln, in his Inaugural Address, warned his
Southern countrymen against its beginning in the
following terms, and, as if to give emphasis to

them, he recalled and rccitcd the same words in his
late annual message:
."Phjsieally spenkii'g, we cannot separate. We cannot

remove our respective sections from each other, Dor build
(in Impassable wall between them. A huabaiid And witu"
uiiy be divorced, a .(1 go out of the preaence and beyond'
the retch of each other; but the different p»rt* of our

country cannot do tbia. They cannot but rciusin face to
fr.ee ; and intercourse, either amicable or hostde, miut
continue between them. Ia it poa»ible, tfcen, to make that
intercourse mor* advsntngeoui or more satisfactory after
s«-p trat on thai before? Can aliens make treaties easier
than friends cm make laws T Can treaties be more faith¬
fully enforced between aliens than laws ran among friends 1
?upposr ynu go tj war, yon cannot fight ultrayj ; aud when,
after much loss on hath mdr.s.and no gain on cither, you re itt

fighting, the identical old qmstions, at la terms of inter'
course, ore again upon you

"

It is in view of such principles and convictions
ervtcrtaimd by the Executive head of the Govern¬
ment, sustained as they are by tho most self-evi¬
dent axioms of history as applied to the settlement
of gr. at civic feuds, that the placc of a friendly
mediation as distinguished from a tbicateniog in
Itrvontion can be eleaily seen and should be gene-
r^liy reooguised. And it is in acknowledgment
of this essential distinction that that lciding Ad¬
ministration journal, the New York Tribune, in
its number cf Saturday last, breaks ground in favor
of a friendly mediation for the "arbitration" of
our pending political difficulties. It says :

" If a Government notoriously free from partiality or
from sinister impu aoa.i bat of Ms itzerland, for example.
were t« Jender to ours its good offices to bring ab ut a

reconciliation h.-tween uj and the reb'ls, we shoal I urge
that the propoaitioi be met frank'y and cordially. What¬
ever its resu t, weshoult regard the proffer itself ns an
act of genuine kindness. Give us an intelligent, capable,
upright tribuusl, an 1 wo would urge that < ur Government
rh< u d ac«t"pt it and appear before it prejarei to prove
that the union of all our State* Is a geographies! and po¬
litical necessity.thin the North cannot possibly be figiitng
to subjugate the $ uth, seeing that ifn Government she
fights for is that wl ieh h«B ge:erally secured the sway of
ths Sooth.aud that alaveiy, nothing but clavery, sefka :he
dinotation slid overihMW of the Americsn Republic. Only
recure a capable au t cind d tribunal, and we should be
willing to submit without fear to iTa arbi ration."
There are thrte ways in which it has been pro¬

posed to end the war.

One is " to conquer a pcaco" by military move¬

ments, conducted on military principles and directed
agiinut tho military power of the insurgents. Thia
way aeons latf ;rly to have fallen into disrepute.

Another, and with somo a favorite plan, pro¬
posed to conquer the insurgents by plying them
with paper " proclamations of freedom," calling on
the " loyal blacks" to desert the service of their
"rtbel masters" and flock to the banners of the
(Tnion. It is perhaps proper that those who were

earliest and most confident in predicting the suc¬

cess of this plan should now be the first to dis¬
count its foreseen failure by invoking " foreign
mediation" as the third and last resort for ending
the war.by " arbitration."

CONNECTICUT.
The apecial session of tho Legislature of Connecticut

lasted only two weeks. It doss not appear tbat much bu»i
ness was donq. The militia law of the State was amended,
and an net was paiacd to aecure the right of voting to the
tronpa of (he Stvte wh > are now in the army. A commit¬
tee was aent to the army to fin 1 out how the men were
eared for. Tta memb^ra saw all the Connecticut reg inenta,
and, though they made no formal report, gase assurance

that every p isaible attention wa* pa d to the wants of th«
tick and wonix?od. The Legislature, however, pkieod in
the hands of tho Governor the sum of $10 000 to be ex-

ponded as his judgment may suggest in finding out and re¬

lieving th* want* of the troop*.

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

ITkadquartkus Army of Potomac,
H'tdnctday, December 3lst.

A reconnoisAfince in forco went out yexlenlay muring,
which will probably be heard from i'i n lew day*.

It in believed here that « conrdernb!e portiou of Qm.
Lee>8 army has moved fn.m its late portion in our front
and «.ine up the Rappahannock. Its deatiuaioa, bowev«v,
in not known.

It bat been r.rtaer!a ne,l by flag of truce I hat Captain
owearinjjen, of the late BHg. (Jen Jack*.,.,'* Hlaff, who
waa reported killed iu the b^tle of ih« 13th mutant, wai

only wounded and captured. He la now doing well, at «>

taim-house about four miles iu rear of the enemy'* front.
Lieut Eddy, ordnance officer of Gen. Whipple'* atafl,

U a priionrr in Richmond. He wu unhurt in the battle

ADVANCE ON MURFREE*BORO.
Louisville, Dkc. 30, 10 p. M -G-m. Ro ecrana cap¬

tured sevoial cannon on hia approach to Mnrfnesb* iv,
and report* from below iudicat» an engagement-prosrea,-
in* at that place.
Philadelphia, Dkc. 3] .The Inquirer baa advice*

from Nashville that the urmy of Gen Rotecra.,* has moved
on tbo rebela, driving them btfure him. There was con¬
siderable heavy sktrmiabmg. The Federals are in high
spirits an j are anxious for a fight On Monday the ad-
vaico of Rosecrdns was in sight of Muifroesboroujjh. The
enemy, in full view, were drawn up in line of ba'.tle. A
battle wbb expected on Tuesday.

PRE8S1NG THE REBELS IN ARKANSAS.
St. Louis, Dec. 31..G^n. Blunt telegraphs to Gen.

Curtw, under date of Buena Vi«ta, (Ark.) December 2-Sih,
as follows :

" I<,D^ranRfl »rc now shelling the rebel camp
across the river five miles below here. If the enemy does
not retreat during the night, I shall endeavor to crots my
troops over in the morning and offer them battle.
"-Among the property captured are four steamer, hea¬

vily laden with supplea, and a f<-rry-boat wi'h a large
amount of ammunition.

" Quite a number of the enemy wtre killed."

REPULSE OF THE GUERilLaTmorgaN '

Louisville, Dec. 30, Jo P.M -Col. Harlan attacked
Morgau at Rolhr.g Fork yesterday naming. The engage¬
ment lasted an hour and a ba'f. Harlan killed and wound¬
ed a number cf rebel*, losing two killed and three wounded
Ti e rebels retreated towards Bard.town, having kut seve
ral killed and wou.dtd, and a captain and six private, cap¬
tured Morgan spent Inst night at Baul.town, and moved
eastward on the Springfield turnpike A messenger re¬

ports to Harlan that our foteea had an nigageinent at New
Haven this morning and repulsed the rebels there.

Sheppardsville and Rolling Fork bridges are safe. The
trestle-work on Mu'.draugh a Hill is so seriously damaged
that it will require a month for its restoration. Two ainall
bud#©*, which csn be easily reetor.d, were burned by the
rebels near Lebanon Junction.' The above comprises all
the damage done by the rebels to bridges on the Louisville
and Nashvill- railroad and iU tributaii. ..

NEW MADRID RE-OCCUPIED
Cairo, Dec. 30,-New Madrid i. to bo re-occupied

Th" 'I birty-eighih Iowa went there to-day. All is quiet at
Columbus.

CAPTURES IN LOUISIANA
The New Orleans Delta of th- 20th ultimo sayc " We

learn f.om a gentleman just arrived from Berwick's Bay
that an expedition sent up through Grand Lake, P«ss
Cbirot, and the Atchafaiaya by Commodord Buchanan,
succeeded in capturing two steainets, the Naoiopeand the
Southern Merchant, nud a launch. The steamers were
loaded with sugar, and tbe laurch with arms, ammunition,
and one small brass piece. The crewa dts?rted the boats
when the gunboat made its appearance anJ t<»ok to the
woods The expedition wee a complete success, and
much damage was inflicted on the enemy."

THE MISSISSIPPI EXPEDITION.

The " Mississippi Expedition," about which s i much baa
been »a<d and so little krown, is already on the ivay, or

peitnps by th;a time has ariived at its destination. Its
commanding officer is not Gen. McClernnnl, but Oen.
Sherman. We suspect that the object has been all along
to keep the nsmc of Gen. McCl.-rnend prominent as the
organ'ier of Ibis expedition at Cairo, for a s'ragetic pur¬
pose, a bile the expedition was. in fact, getting ready at
and movii g from a different point.

,
The ilis.uaippi expedition is of a much moie f^rmila

ble character than is generally supposed. Iu org.ini»ation
embraces three grand diviaitma, of u bicL Goa. A.J. Smiths
is the right Gen. Morgan L Smith's the centre, and Gen.
George W. Morgan's the left Th* number of troops rm-
bracsd iu these corps we, of cfurg.. cannot »t>ite; but it
may be re ied upon that it wUI require'a rebel force of not
less than fifty or si*!y fh lusmd men to make any thi|ig
like successful opposition. The composition of this armj
is entirely Northwestern, our own State basing therein no

.mall representation.
In addition to and independent of this expsdition is an

army, said to number sixty thousand men, at Hu.'enn, Ar¬
kansas, under Gen. Steele That army, as we see by the
recent order for transports, is also about to more, if it ia
not alieady in motion. What part in the graod drama of
war iu the Souihwest this army ia dettined to perform will
not long remain secret . Chicago Post of nectmbtr 87-A.

MISSOURI LEGISLATURE.
Jefferson City, (Mo.) Dec 30..Bi>th House* of

the L-giahture completed tbuir organization lo lay by tbe
election of all the emancipation candid »te?

There swms to have been a general feel ng thit Con¬
gress should lead off in the emancipation movement, and
th»re is no doubt a prompt and liberal tender of caoipen*
tat oa would greatly f.icititite tbo ercancipation measure
io the Legislature.
There \* a string prospect that the Senatoiial question

will be disposed of this week. By the constitution of this
Rtite simply a majority is required to pas* any bill over
the Governor's veto.

ANOTHER VIRGINIA CO> GRESSMAN
A Norfolk letter states that tbe Congressional election

in tba> district has refilled in the selection of J. C McLeod
for the Thirly-tevonth Congieia. He is a native Virginian,
and has resided in the State all his life. The veto polled
in Norfolk " was as large ns usual, considering the circutn-
stinee of tbe many male ii,habitant! now absent in tie
lebel army or otherwise beyond our l.nes."

THE GUERILLA8 IN WESTERN KENTUCKY
The New Albany Ledger nays there is no longer reason

to doubt that tbe design of tbe rebels in Tenm ssee is to
make a well-planned raid upon tho lower Ohio towns. It
has direct information of such a movement toward Pa-
durah and Smithlnnd, the object being to blockade tbe
lower Ohio. It is reported that, ther* are over two thou¬
sand rebvls scattered in Lyon, Csl Iwell, Trigg. Christian,
Hopkins, and Grove counties, which can be cnricentrsted
at short notice. A sufficient number of troops are being
dispatched to points between Louisville and Henderson to
protect the border.

The United States ship Sarat"«>, C' ipt. Gle:.d>, arrived
at Philadelphia on Saturday from the wcstcosst of Africa,
wheie she ha* been stationed for the lust two y» nrs Not
withstanding the unheal thineas of the station, not one of
the officers or crew that were t*kenoutin the ship died. She
was relieved by the whip St Louis.

FROM MEXICO.

Account* from Veia Cruz to the 7th of December stat«
that f»<en. For^y was still at Orizaba, completing bis pre¬
paration# for an early advance on the city of Mexico, so
an not to be chocked on the way by Geu. Ortega, who is at
Puebla at the head of a rtrong force, or by Juarez, who
in fortifying Mexico. The b«ad of (ieu. F.'s two colnmnc,
Under Orint Berti-r and Bayaine, bad reached Han Andrea
Chali-bicouailn and Hnu Anna-tin del Palm*, two military
positions commanding (he road to Puebla. The Prench.it
in aaid, v\ere cordially received by the inhabitant* of Ma-
tauioran. M train Wi has declared himself a warnt supporter
of French intervention, and works in connexion with Al¬
monte to fecure its success.
The Mtnic.in Congress has issued a manifesto against

the Fr nch invasion, and an appeal to the people to resist
it to Iho last extremity. It is a spirited document. They
ray th:.t thj French Emperor has no right to settle their
domestic difficulties, and thnt he is attempting to deceive
the world when he says he dues nut send wirr but happi
ness }o the Mexicans. They siy that they will never
accept the least foreign intervention in their affairs, or in
their social acd political organization ; that Juarez having
been constitutionally elected Chief Magistrate of the He-
public, they will never consent to receive tie law from a
fori ign Power, however powerful it may be, however
numerous and warl kc may be the armies with the aid of
which the country is invaded, but that they will oppose,
now and always, until the legal term of bis power is con¬
cluded, his sfparation from the post which he so worthily
occupies.
By way of Havana we have GeD. Prim's defence before

the Spanish Cortes of bis conrse in Mexico. It contains
nothing that has nit been previously pnblished. Gen.
Prim expressed his opinion that the French forces would
cuter the city of Meiico, but that the expedition would
be costly and without resu't, and the war protracted.

THE CASE OF COMMANDER PREBLE.
The fullnwjng official document sets forth the reasons

for the d if missal of Commander Preble from the Navy :
" Navy Department, December 12, 1862.

" Sir : The Board convened for the purpose of consider¬
ing the case of Mr. George H. Preble having reportedthat in iU opinion Commander Preble did not perform hi*whole duty, and did nut do his utmoit to prevent the Oreto
from ent. ring the harbor of Mobile, has requested permis¬sion to give briefly some of the reasons which have guidedit to this decision.

"1st. Tbi> failure to arrest the Oreto turns, in Com¬mander Preble's thiee reports submitted to the Board,
upon his ignorance of her character, and his suppositionthat she whs an Euglish man-of-war. The practice of the
«ea supplies a mode of ascertaining the character of a sus¬
picious vessel, similar to the challenge of a sentinel on
pust. If the challenging or signal gun bsd been fired in
the usual manner at the usual time, according to common
practice in null cases, the real character of tbe Oreto
would have boen so far made apparent th*t CommanderPreble would have been aware of the necessity of stop¬ping her. '

"2d. O ving to this neglect, the advantages of time and
of position were lost ; and both of these advantages werestill further thrown away.first, b.y bailing, which is not
custom<ry or proper in such circumstances; and, second¬
ly , by waiting to fire more than one shot across the Orelo's
bow.

"3d. Tbe Board does not, by the tljree reports submit¬
ted to it, arrive at the conclusion that tbe Orel's conduct
was curb as to justify her keiog mistaken fv-r a British man-
of-war.

' 4th The Board is of the opinion that when Command¬
er Pitjble arrived at the conclusion that the Ureto was a
British man-of-war, lie had no just motive, in this conclu¬
sion, for not proceeding to resist with force an attemptedviolation of tbe blockade.

"6tb. The proceedings in these cases In blockading ser¬
vice is the sama with nil nations. A signal gun, fired bythe stationary or cru sing vessel, conveys to tbe strangesail a determination to communicate, a challenge to stop,ar.d a desire to be informed of his character. It is gene¬rally answered by a gun, and the strange sail places him¬
self in a situation to be easily approached. If. a<ter this
signal guu has been fired b^ the Blockading vecsel to warn
tbe strange sail, tbe former should fire a shotted fiu»i, then
the latter, if a man-of-war of a foreign nation, would return
the fire. ,

"fitb. Finally, Comm-.nder Preble admits that if he'had
known the (rue diameter of t^e Oreto he could have
boardtd ber; or, in other words, thnt she was in his power ;
and hs failure to perform his whole duty consists, in the
judgment of Ihv B aid, in his not having employed m tea-
son the ordinaiy means 6f ascertaining her cuaractor. and
in losit-g the advantages of time and position still further
by stepping to haii, and afterwards to fire a second and
third shot across ber bow.
"Very respectfully, your obedient aervar.t,

"A II. FOQTE,
" Rear Admiral and Senior Officer.

"Hou Gideon Wf.i.lcs, gecreiary of the Navy."
BALTIMORE COUNCILS AND GEN 8CRENCK.

Ou Friday iu >rnirg last the member* of the two branches
of the City Council! of Baltimore, after assembling in their
respective chamber?, made a formal visit to Major General
Scberck, coujmunding the Eighth Army Corp*, having
hit headquarter* in Baltimoro. The gentleman telrcted
to address the General upon the part of the Council* wai

I). II TIooprs, Esq., who was introduced by Maj. Lynch,
of the General"* «!aIT, hfter whjch Mr. Hoopea introduced
a number of the member* of the municipal bodies. Thi*
call upon Gen. Schenck was made without previous notfi-
cation, and whilst he wai earnestly engaged in official du-
tle*. A veiy feeling u.d appropriate address wa* made
by Mr. IIi ope*, being responsive mainly to Gen Srhenck's
official address upon assuming the command of the Middlo
Military District.
Gen SCHENCK, in reply, remarked that it wa* gratify¬

ing to him to meet the Councils of Baltimore ou the occa¬
sion, and the fpint and tone of the addres* of Mr. Hoopes
. >uld not bat receive the warm approbation of ewy loyal
unn in the entire country. Therg \yaa an uuaniuiity iu the
political and patriotic principle* of the Council* of the citywhich rtfl-cted honor upon it* citiiens. and which could
be imitated with great advantage to the national cause by
other corporate bodies. In all his official conduct here he
wished the member* i f the Council to understand that he
would not measure a man by his cloth nor by his equipage.Ho f*r Ir.im that, he held the mart who hauled cotton
through the street* of the c'.ty, (and ihey would toon have
mor* to haul,) and was true to his Government, in far high¬
er eitimatiou than any traitor who resided in brown stone
mansions in the Monumental squares of the citr Ano-'s
tral heritage, wealth, or influence of family would uo sooner
command bis attention luan the claims of the pooiest ar.d
most unpretending loyal citizen residing within the limits
of the Mi 'die Department.
Th* tieneral excused timself frpqa any further remarks,

apain said he wa* |ttppy ia Lena called upon by the Coun¬
cils, and toped that in the discharge of hi* dunes he would
continue to receive their approbation.
A few introductions followed, when the member* retir¬

ed, seeming f pleased with ihe interview.

SCIENTIFIC WORK
We hiiva for several days had on our table a quarto

volume of 520 pages, entitled " Astronomical and Meteoro¬
logical Observations," made at the United States Naval
Observatory during the year 1861, containing the annual
report of the Superintendent of the Observatory, Com¬
mander J. M. Gn.Mxs.of the various scientific oper\tkiO|
executed at thi* establishment during the preceding year.
We are ot course not competent to estimate critically the
valne of this addition to the science of the country, which
will doubtless receive proper notice from competent sci¬
entific. author,ties elsewhere. We hold ourselves, how¬
ever, (nor in saying this do we feel as if laying any great
weight upon our conscience,) auite com potent to appreci¬
ate ihe high adin.nistrative abilities of Captain Gillias, the
present Superintendent, in having, so sn-m af er the clone
of the )ear, «iven to the'pnblie a work of such magnitude,
involving evidently so much labor of discuss'on and com
pntation. It afford*, we think, gratifying evidence that
in th"se unhappy days, thn Observatory at least has nol
*urtV>r»'<t hy a change of masters.

IMPORTANT TESTIMONY

The Waterbury (Coo.) Americsn publishes the* following
important letter frotu the Hon. Lyumn W. Coe, of that
city. Mr. Coe is a member of the Suiato of Connecticut,
and was appointed chairman of the committee appointed
by the Legiduture, after the battle of Fredericksburg, to
visit the Connecticut soldiers in the Army of tbo Potomac
and report their wants and condition. lie is a leading
Republican and a gentleman of high character and reputa¬
tion, so (hat hia report of the condition of the army ban all
the force of an'official record Here ia his letter:

HKAiiunAitTKits Hospital,
Sfcund Uriffade, Second Army Corps,

Ntar Frtrfericksburg, Dec. 21, 1862.
I have visited the 8th, 111h, 15th, l(>tb, ant 21st r«gi«

uioiita, in Harlan's brigade, ninth army corps, mid the 14th
and 27th, in the second army corps, and shall goto morrowin search of tho 51b, 17th, and 20th regiments, if we cau
liud them And heie I will say that there ia difficulty in
finding a regiment, a* we found in looking up the 27th le-
giment yesterday, for they are centinual y moving their
camps. It is like a city of 200,000 inhabitants without a
din dory, and the afreets not numbered, and then on the
move at that. * h *

You lure no idea of the depref* nn there is in th» armyat the result of this third attempt to go to Richmond.
That it is a complete failure no one cjii d* uy. The causes
of it may be au open questii n, but one thing is certain.
that there will have to be ditferent management or we
shall not be a nation much linger, and have Jeff. Davis to
rule over us I dara not write what 1 think to you, from
what I can gather in the limited time 1 have had for ob
serration and thought; but this is certain, that the Pre»i
dent has got to stop acting as Coiumandcr-iu-Chief, a partof his Cabiaet be removed, and another man placed at the
head of the army, politicians in and out of Congress silenced,and, more than all, the people take hold of the interests
of the country, stop carrying on J he war for selfish ends,and also keep quiet and let the army alone.

1 have found but one opinion iu the army about the
merits of Generals. The army almost to a man are for
McClellan, and if you expect the army to conouer a peace
you have get to give them a choice. It is as clear to them
as the sunshine, and that too with the best feeling for
Buruside, who is much' respected by all, bat he has not
the capacity for the moving of an army of this magnitude.Yours, truly, ' L. W. Coe.

It is needless to qaote the words of certnin " On to Rich-
mood" journa's in regard to the tight at Fredericksburg(
in which they have referred to that batt'e as illustrating an

energy immensely preferable to a more dilatory and possi¬
bly a more satsfuctory policy. We find, however, iu the
London Times of the 12:h the following sentence, which
graphically and exhaustively expre*sea the state of mind
existing in Ibis country at the period to which it alludes.
It must he remembered that the Times of the date men¬
tioned was speaking of the facts developed iu the latest
American news, say to about tbe first of the present
month. It says :

"There is one earnest d sire which occupies the very
souls of tbe Government party of the Northern Stales.
they arc yarningfor a Gt.neral uhiieil try to take Rich¬
mond. It they could only get a uita who would make An
tffirt, it would satisfy them If they had a General who
would even bombard the open city of Fredericksburg,
there wowld beeom--tbing to boast of. If Buruside would
even get himself k lied and the unlucky army of the Po¬
tomac destroyed, it tcoidd thoic heart and nerve for the
cause "

The very next day Burns de did move on the enemy'.
works in a ma'iner that showed "heart arid nerve," with
resu ts too well known to require recapitulitiou. The
people are hardly satisfied with the " effort'' already made,
and arj certainly willing to take Richmond by sur. r and
less sanguinary processes .X. Y. Com Adver'istr.

REBEL INVASION OF KENTUCKY
From t^e Louittilt Journal of Dcctmbtr 27.

Tbe fact that s formidable force, under Kirby Smith ar.d
John Morgan, is wgain in tbe very heart of our State cannot
and need not be disguised. The Louisville and Nashville
railroad, tbe only line of commuflication between this city
and Na*bv:lle. and iho only thoroughfare through which
the grand army of tbo Cumberlani can at pro«ent receive
supplier, his been damaged to snob an extern that trans¬
portation over that route must cease

Tbe l»t< st and most reliable information we it.ive receiv¬
ed fiom the line of the raijrog^ we obtained from the con*

dnctor, Capt. Swioaey, who returned from Soriora Isst
evening in cbarge of the train which left this city yester¬
day morning with ammunition and other supplies fur cur
forces at Green river.
When the train arrived at Su;;ora. ten miles below Ellta-

bethtown, those on board beard rap d and heavy firing at
Munfordsville, and there is but little doubt that an eng.ige-
ment took place there yesterday. Capt. Swiuney felt his
way with his train to a point a-,out half a mile b*}ow Ho¬
nors, where tbe trick is skirted by heavy timber. The
train bad no sooner arnved at the wood tr im it was fired
upon by rebel cavaliy, a portion of the force gailnpiug off
at fu'l speed, a? if they were endeavoring to get in the rear
of the tr un. N > damage was dor.o t<> the train, nor was
any person on board injnrei} J ighteeu or twenty rebel
cavalrymen were sren at another point in that vicinity. bi\t
they made no hi stile demonstration. When the train al¬
luded to left El'Zabethtown last evening it was reported
that the rebel pickets wpre . ftter ng fbat p'ace.
W" were slow to believe the report that a rebel force of

eleven thousand bad crossed the Cumberland rear Harts-
ville, on their way to the interier of K«-ntn^ky. but this
movement of the rebel cavalry on the line of ihe Louisville
and Nashville railroad remove* nil donht upon that spore.There may be some connection, too, between the rumored
advar.ee of Gens. Floyd and Humphrey Marshall from
Northeast rn Kentucky, and the movement of tt# rebels in
the jout'iern portion of tin State, and it is not unlikely that
the armies approaching from either direction my&taie a
junction in the Bluegrass region, and another raid upon the
capital of the State^

FROM MEMPHIS
Tito Memphis Argus of the iiHd ultimo give* the follow¬

ing account of the recent movements of a smnll gutrilla
ban 1 in that vicinity, whose presence 10 excited the popu¬
lation th it the number* uf the enemy were magnified in
despatches sent North to an army of totne thousands:

" On .Saturday night a company of guerillas (not regular
cavalry) appeared on Wolf river, two or threw mile* Irum
the city, 'lhey were in command of Caot. Burrows. for¬
merly a minister of the Cumberland Fresbyteriiu Church,
but who for the pant nix months hm been engaged, with his
present company, in cotton-burning and ' slushing" ub ait
geueially. 11.. company are guerillas, in the generally ac¬
cepted reu»e of the term, a'id we undo stand not regularlyin the Confederate service, rior as such recognised by it.
'I hey have been operating during the past two or three
mouths iu the northern portion ol this county, Tipton, and
Fayette.

"Eiirly on Sunday morning thry arrived at tbe Fair
Grounds, and during the forenoon a squad uutered tbu up*
per porti »n of our northern suburb, Chelsen, creating con¬
siderable excitement. lhey came by tbe Ra'ei^h road,
and remained a couple of hours A small whiskey shopattraced their attention, and, finding means to enter, theyhelped them elves to a quantity of tobacco and a liberal
share of' chain-lightning.' If at-y provisions came in their
way tfcey doubtless appropriated them Wo are informed
that forty or filty heart of catt'e were driven bsfore them
on their return to the main force. Nothing was heard of
their whereabouts yesterday, and we presume they uiovodoff towards Rnle gb."

MOVEMENT OF IRON CLADS.
We learn from Fortress M.>nri>e that two of our iron

clads, the Monitor and Passaic, went to tea ou Monday,
accompanied by two gunboats, aud followed by the Brit ah
Irigate Melpomene. Nothing is known of their destination,
though there sre various surmises as to the probable point
against which they will make a practical trial of their
weighty orlnanee. The in.n-clad Mcntauk, Cupt. Worden,
arrived in Hnmpton Roadi on Monday.

A DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK.
Rah VrakoWCo, Duo. '27.The ship S»:a King, v bieh

sailed from this port on the !Hh of September for Liv^r
Ipool, Imjrd with wheat, whs totally lost^when ten da)S
out. All on board were lost except the third mute, who
was picked up by the barqu« Eugene and carried to Peru.

t

THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.

Extracts of a Tetter /rapt an Army Chaplain at
t'redericktburf

('amp ok ElfJHTH Reo'T N. ,f.
Near Falmouth, ( Ya.) Otc. 19, 1864.

Of oour.e you have beerd very full particntsrs of tbe re¬
cent movements about Fredericksburg. We seeoo papers
hero st till It would seem that ptfert were acoutraband
article, so sedulously are they kept from tbe eyes of the
troop*.-whether for good or evil id, I think, a queatioo.
Nevertheless a few incidents relited by an eye-wituess
may not prove uninteresting.
We all waited long and auxinuely for the expected at*

tack, msrvelliog at the lapse of time, especially aa Sumner
had summoned the city to surrender long since, and we
knrw that every day'a delay was advantageous to tbe ene¬
my, and ao far fatal to ourselves. We began to think that
no movement would be made, and that we were doomed to
" winter quarters" upon the bank* of the Rappahannock.
But the eea«ou of inaction eaased suddenly. The call to
ariua sounded throughout the " lines," and in a single night
every thing was ready for the attack and the press " for¬
ward," aa we trusted, direct into Richmond, over a broken
and demoralized foe.
Thursday inortiicg, the 11th iustant, saw the entire

army in motion, massing in some place*, inarching to
the right or left, or making thoir way direct to the
river. The passage across waa warmly contested, and
cost ua many valqabio lives. To lay tbe poutoons was diffi¬
cult and hazardous; and after all the passage across and
the first entry into the city had to be made in the boats by
volunteers called out for th it special purpose. Among the
volunteer* who thus crosscd, and who lost his life thereby,
was an tBteemed personal frieud.Rev. Mr. Fuller, of tbe
Sixteenth Massachusetts Volunteers. Although tbe hea¬
viest possible cannonaaing was kept up on our part from
tbe bluffs on this side the river, it seemed to tell with little
effect upon the enemy. Their works were concealed. All
the advantage of position was theirs. Their line of battle
w us a renn-circle, arranged on the heights beyond the
plaius that lie back of and reach far to the right and left
of Fredeiit ktburg - The heights were also skirted bythick woods. Their advantage of position subsequentlytold fearfully upon our forces, all exposed, not only by the
direct fire they could bring to bear, but by an enfiladingfire, which did terrible execution. Thursday was produc¬
tive of little succrss to us. Friday (12tb) witnessed the
renewal of the artillery combat: an 1 during the day we
were enabled to secure the pontoon bridges and to throw
heavy bodios of troops to tbe other side. Heavy s/tirmuA-
ivg, rather than .lighting, on the part of the infantry alone,
characterize the day. Our loss was heavy, much more so
than the enemy's, who was not at all exposed.
On Saturday (13*h) tbe heavy work was done, tbe hard¬est fighting took place, and the severest leases were incur¬red, Early in the morning of that day I took my positionon a high bluff, from which a battery waa playing upon theenemy's works back of tho city. We had not then crossedthe river. Divested of the thoughts and horrors of warand this wicked rebellion, tbe sight was grand and inspirit¬ing in all directions. On the open ground back of where Istood was massed Hooker's grand division, and some ottertroops, consisting cl perhaps fifty thousand, of all arma.These troops swayed with anxiety an t suspense as the bat¬tle progressed. '1 bey were all veterans, and anxious to beled forward to partake in the da< g«*rs and honors of thestruggle. It was a clear, beautiful day. Arms gl:st«ued

oveiy where. Gay uniforms added to tho gala liko appear¬ance of n)1 thing* But ttie thunder of artillery, and tbesharp rattle of musketry, and the deep anxiety appareuton ail faces, Md too well that no holyday pastime wntransacting, but terrible, serious, awful tear. Beyond theriver teavy bodies of soldiers filled the plains, p-&,sed insome directs* ns, firming long lines of battlfe in others.The centre of attraction, however, were the heights thatrose up to th« rear ot the city On those heights wereplainly vioble tbe enemy's battle array and tbe heavyearthworks loaded wilh artillery. Across the plains fromtho city and up thiee heights were marching, steadily,bravely, stubbornly, our braves.into the jawsot death!It was an attempt to storm the position. On, on theywent; up, up almost to the very embankments behindwhich tbe enemy stitud. There was a whole division ap¬parently of our troops. But as they rose over tbe crest ofthe heights, and prepared, with loud shouts, to rush uponthe foe, be opened upon them a most terrific and incessantfire of grape and emitter, at short range, and a most with¬ering firo of musketry. It was perfectly awful. It look¬ed like one tierce sheet of flame bursting out from thewoods, aod over the crests of the hills, into ibu very faces ofour doomed men. They replied with spirit for a time, butlu so exposed a position no mortals could atan 1. We knewwhat tLe re-ult must be. We held our breath, scarcelymoved, strained our vision to tbe utmost, but tbe dreadrtalliv torced itself upon us. The lines wavered, swayedto and fro, and broke in wild disorder. We may notbbiineth<.se brave men; tluy did nobly; they did whatthey could. Tbey were rallied on the piains, and, withother troops sent to support them, njam essayed tho" storm." flinging th-ir banner* to the oreeze, on tbeywent, proudly, detianily; their steps were steady; they?ever wavered. 1 could see great gap-, made in tb^ir ranksby tbe galhug fire ot the enemy, but on they went, closingup their shattered ranks as thoy marched. They reachedthe heights, uruid tho wildest shouts of themselves and allwho witnessed their bearing, and, " double-quicking," fair¬ly bore dowu the foe, and druve him from h;« first line ofr.Ac-pits. It was a most gallant affair.to my mind, on-* ofthe most galiaiit in tne history of the war thus far. Butthose troopj « iff *red fearfully. Indeed the history of thiswhole movement Ik fore Fredericksburg is most marvellousin the terribly h ug list of killed and wounded, oon-ideringbow little was the gain, if ary. It is estimated that werecrosst d the river with li.UOO less men tban we possessedwhen we crossed
lie*. fehtiug meanwhile wa* going on to the "left,"under Usn. Fiankliu. The huivy .rolling of hi til ery andih-f swelling voluui's of musketry told thnt Franklin washaving a severe tune. Vet he did more aod waa morereally successful on his line than was the oaae elsewhere.At on« time his troops drove tbe enemy inore than a miU*out of thoir works, through tbe woods, into the open ^ground beyoud. Could at that moment heavy snpportabeen sent to that point tbe enemy's linei would h.ve beenthoroughly broken, and h s whole forces thrown into con¬fusion. But, as it was, tbe enemy rallied, was reinforced,ai.d in turn drove our men back to thoir original portion.About three o'clock in the nftornoon Hooker's foroes werodivided.oue half (our c.>rps) was sent to support Frank¬lin, tko other htif went elsewhere. We crossed tbe river,aud moved rupidly dowu to the left, gaining our allottedposition some threo miles below tho city. During thewhole tin e we were under a nevere fire of »bot aud shell,aud occasionally uiusketi v. After getting in hue of battlotbe fight raged with increased vgor on our immediateright and lelt.we under a shower of fire, but did not

open in our Iront, and s> we had nothing to do.
How much loss for nothing ! It is heart-sickening tothink of tho cobI<< ones si .in and wounded in a strugglethnt has proved fruitless. Noble one* ibev were; amongtbeui none more so than the young, gifted, brave, aodlchivalrous Bayart), General of Cavalry. I Knew hioi well.

He was an honor to the country, to tho a. my. Tbe loss
of such a uiau alone u ternblt.and nothing gained !

MISSOURI.
Upon the meeting on Mo:<\\y last of tb<s L -g'slature of

Missouri,<L. C. MaiU'I^," Radical Emancipationist," wa»
elected 8pester of tae House by twenty-four majority; G.
B V"ATT, Emancipationist, was elected Secretary of the
Senate. Mr. Richardson, in th* 8< natc, introduced a re¬
solution declaring that all Emancipationists are favorable
to compensated emancipation, as enunciated by tbe Presi¬
dent, which was u«.initnou>ly adopted. We gave faster-
day a brief report of Governor Gamble's message, in which
he recommend* the adoption of measure* having in view
gradual emancipation. ,

FROM NEW MEXICO.
KaN"a«» CITY, Drc. 27.Santa Fe advices t< the 13tbinstant *tst» 'but it is now pretty well ascertained there ie

no probability of the immediate reappearance of the Texaue
in New Mexico

Advices from Fort Stanton are encouraging. Col. Car*
son wsa in active pnrsnit of the reb.d*.
Many settler* are th * way to Rio Bonit > to openranches and large numbers of Miners wepe rushing to ibeplace* w hich w*rn being so profitably worked when ttaTexan* took po-session of that porti u of tho Territory.


